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[0009] 
[Embodiments ] 

Fig. 1 illustrates an embodiment of the present device 
and shows an example in which a fragrance generating device 
according H:o the present^ invention is connected to a duct 1 
that transfers conditioned air into a room. In this 
embodiment, the fragrance generating device includes a 
fragrance container 3 containing liquid fragrance 2, a 
fragrance transferring tube 7 having one end 4 extending 
into the fragrance container 3 and the other end 5 connected 
to a fragrance releasing portion 6, a flow micro-adjusting 
pump 8 disposed in an intermediate section of the fragrance 
transferring tube 7., and means for supplying heat to the 
fragrance releasing portion 6. 

[0010] 

The fragrance container 3 is a bottle that hermetically 
contains the liquid fragrance 2. The fragrance container 3 
has a lid through which the tube 7 that draws out the liquid 
fragrance and an air introducing tube 10 equipped with a 
check valve extend in a hermetical fashion. The air 
introducing tube 10 is provided for alleviating the pressure 
decrease in the container, which occurs as the liquid 
fragrance is drawn out. The tube 7 has an on-off valve 11 
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attached thereto. 
[0011] 

In the example shown in the drawing, the flow micro- 
adjusting pump 8 is attached to "the" tube 7 near the 
fragrance releasing portion 6. When in a stopped state, the 
pump 8 functions as a check valve. This flow micro- 
adjusting pump 8 is a device that is commercially available, 
and in the example shown in the drawing, a roller pump is 
used, which includes a roller that rotates unidirectionally 
while externally pinching a flexible tube so as to push the 
liquid in the tube in one direction. The roller is rotated 
by means of a motor, and the pushed amount of liquid can be 
finely adjusted by controlling the rotation rate of the 
roller. In place of a roller pump, the commercially 
available flow micro-adjusting pump 8 of this type may be 
defined by a tube pump or a diaphragm pump. 

[0012] 

The tube 7 has a liquid filter cassette 12 attached 
thereto in a replaceable manner. In the example shown in 
the drawing, the liquid filter cassette 12 is attached to a 
position of the tube 7 that is at an entrance side of the 
flow micro-adjusting pump 8. Furthermore, the tube 7 has a 
check valve 14 attached thereto at a position near the 
fragrance releasing portion 6. 

[0013] 
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An exit tube end 5 of the flow micro-adjusting pump 8 
has the fragrance releasing portion 6 attached thereto. In 
the example shown in Fig. 1, the fragrance releasing portion 
6 mounted ins ide ' t^3uc|^; is formed of a block composed of 
a porous material , and the tube end 5 is connected to this 
block. Consequently , the liquid released from the tube end 
5 in very small amounts seeps and soaks into the block, 
thereby moistening the surface of the block. 

[0020] 

Fig. 5 shows a device that has a configuration similar 
to that of the device shown in Fig. 2 but is only different 
therefrom in that it employs a flat tray 63 as the fragrance 
releasing portion 6 and has a hot-air discharge nozzle 15 
that discharges hot air towards the tray 63. Specifically, 
a very small amount of the fragrance liquid controlled by 
the flow micro-adjusting pump 8 drips from the tube end 5 
onto the tray 63, and the fragrance liquid is evaporated by 
the hot air at a rate that is substantially the same as or 
faster than the dripped amount. 
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